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which is an opening leading into the nest.
Other small and timid birds build their nests
in crevices on the outside of the flycatchers7
home. Some of our birds build exquisite
little nests, and nothing is prettier than the
delicate work of the ruby-throated humming-
bird, as may be seen in Fig. 5 of the color
plate. The tailor bird sews the leaves of
its nest together. The great variety and
wonderful forms of the nests make it im-
possible to give any extended description of
them all.

NES'TOR, a Greek hero, son of Neleus,
king of Pylos, He took part in the hunting
of the Calydonian boar, in the Argonautie ex-
pedition and, although he was at that time
very old, in the Trojan War. During that
struggle he was the wisest adviser of the
Greek chiefs.

In modern times a person whose judgment
is unerring or who shows great wisdom in the
solution of questions of moment is popularly
referred to as the "Nestor of Congress," the
"Nestor of the press," etc.

NET, an open fabric, made of thread,
twine or cord, woven into meshes of fixed
dimensions, firmly knotted at the intersec-
tions.   Nets are used for a great variety of
purposes, as for protecting fruit trees, for
collecting1 insects,  for hammocks and for
screens, but chiefly for hunting and fishing.
The chief kinds of nets used in fishing are
the trawl, the drift, the seine, the kettle, or
weir, and the trammel, or set net.   The trawl
is a triangular bag, with an arrangement for
keeping its mouth open, and it is drawn along
the bottom of the water.    Drift and seine
nets are very long in proportion to their
breadth and differ from one another only in
the manner in which they are employed.
The seine has a line of corks along one of
its long borders, and a line of leaden weights
along the other, so that when thrown into
the water it assumes a perpendicular posi-
tion.  It is used near the shore, being dragged
to land with any fish it may enclose, by
ropes fastened to the ends.    The drift net
is not loaded with lead, but floats in the
water,  and is used especially in herring
fishing, the fishes as they drive against it be-
coming caught by" the gills.   Kettle and weir
nets are structures fixed on stakes placed
along the coast between high and low water.
Trammel or set nets are also fixed between
stays, but act like drift nets.   See FISH AND

ETHERLANDS, THE, or
! HOLLAND, a kingdom
on the western coast of
Europe, forming, witt
the coastal region of
Belgium, the "Low Coun-
tries" of that continent.
With an area but slightly
greater than that of the
state of Maryland, the
Netherlands is one of the
most important of the
small states of the world,
and its people are every-
where honored for their
sturdy independence, in-
dustry and integrity.
This small state governs
a great colonial empire (see subhead Col-
onies, below), and has as subjects about seven
times as many people as live in the kingdom.
The word Nederlands, as these people write
it, means lower lands, and is an appropriate
name for a country that for centuries has
been saved from inundation only by the con-
struction of great dikes. Holland, which is
the more common name for the kingdom,
belongs properly to two provinces, North
and South Holland. The word is supposed
to mean hollow land. Outsiders usually call
the people of the Netherlands Hollanders, or
Dutch; the latter is a corrupt form of
Deutsch, which means German. Reasonably
enough, the people prefer their proper
designation of Nederlanders,

Location and Area. The Netherlands
touches Germany on the east and Belgium on
the south, and its west and north boundaries
are shore lines of the North Sea. The land
area, 12,582 square miles, will eventually be
increased about 530,000 acres by the drain-
ing of the Zuider Zee (zi'der xe'), a large
shallow arm of the North Sea, nearly land-
enclosed. Centuries ago the land below the
waters of the Zuider Zee was covered with
a dense forest having within it a lake of
moderate size. By the gradual overflow of
the waters of this lake the country for miles
about became a soggy marsh, and in the thir-
teenth century the region was swept by an
inundation of the North Sea. Thousands of
villages were destroyed and the entire geog-
raphy of that portion of the Netherlands
was wholly changed. For many years the
Hollanders have been considering the recla-
mation of the land stolen from them by the